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Africa has been, upon the whole, of a most salutary
character. ... As an eliminatory and subversive
agency, it has displaced or unsettled nothing as good
as itself/5 It has inculcated habits of moderation and
temperance over the whole of the vast region covered
by its emissaries ; and so great is the influence of its
teaching, that where there are Muslim inhabitants,
even in pagan towns, it is a very rare thing to see a
person intoxicated. The Mohammadan converts drink
nothing but water. " Prom Senegal to Lagos, over
two thousand miles, there is scarcely an important
town on the seaboard where there is not at least one
mosque and active representatives of Islam, side by
side with the Christian teacher. And as soon as a
pagan, however obscure or degraded, embraces the
Muslim faith, he is at once admitted as an equal to
the society. . . . The pagan village possessing a
Muslim teacher is always found to be in advance of its
neighbours in all the elements of civilisation. . . . The
introduction of Islam into Central and West Africa
has been the most important, if not the sole, pre-
servative against the desolations of the slave trade^
Mohammadanism furnished a protection to the
tribes who embraced it, by effectually binding them
together in one strong religious fraternity, and
enabling them by their united efforts to baffle the
attempts of powerful slave-hunters. Enjoying this
comparative immunity from sudden hostile incursion,
industry was stimulated among them; industry
diminished their poverty; and as they increased
in worldly substance, they al^o increased in desire